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Yael Shahar was born in the U.S., but followed her dreams 
to Israel as a teenager. Since then, she 
has spent most of her career working 
in counter-terrorism and intelligence, 
with brief forays into teaching physics 
and astronomy. She now divides her 
time between researching trends in 
terrorism and learning Talmud with 
anyone who will sit still long enough.

How far will one man go for forgiveness?

Alex endured more than a year in Auschwitz. 
Unable to speak of what he did to survive, he was 
locked in the silent prison of his guilt. Now he is 
finally ready to face his past … but his past is the 
least of his secrets.

Alex was only seventeen when he was torn from his 
home and deported to Auschwitz. There, he saw 
things that no one should ever see, and did things he 
would give anything to forget. Decades later, he still 
can’t speak of his past — or even reveal his identity to 
those closest to him.

Now he’s decided to put himself on trial for treason 
against his people. Approaching a local rabbi to serve 
as judge, he sets in motion a process that may let him 
rejoin the world of the living — if it doesn’t destroy 
him first.

Intriguing! At times dark and haunting, at times lyrical and introspective. 
Returning will resonate long after ‘the end’.

—Dan Sofer, author of the  Dry Bones Society trilogy
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Yael Shahar was born in the U.S., 
but followed her dreams to Israel as a teenager. 
Since then, she has spent most of her career 
working in counter-terrorism and intelligence, 
with brief forays into teaching physics and 
astronomy. 

She served as a reservist in the IDF’s hostage 
negotiation and rescue unit, and as a sniper in 
Israel’s Border Guard “Matmid” units. 

A dynamic and sought-after public speaker, 
Ms. Shahar has lectured worldwide on 
subjects related to trends in terrorism, non-
conventional and techno-terrorism, threat 
assessment, and asymmetric conflict. She has 
published numerous articles on these topics 
in books and refereed journals. She blogs on 
Jewish topics at www.yaelshahar.com. 

3

About Kasva Press 
“Make its bowls, ladles, jars and pitchers  
with which to offer libations;  
make them of pure gold.”
(Exodus 25:29)

Kasva means “a vessel or jar”. The word appears in the Torah exactly once, where it describes 
the solid gold wine and oil jars used to hold sacrificial liquids in the Sanctuary. 

We believe that a book is a vessel for the fluid thoughts of the writer and that, like the wine 
and oil in the Temple, the words represent the freely-given outpouring of the writer’s soul.

It is our aim to provide a worthy vessel for our authors’ thoughts. 

ְוָעִׂשיָת ְּקָעֹרָתיו ְוַכֹּפָתיו ּוְקׂשֹוָתיו 
 ּוְמַנִּקֹּיָתיו ֲאֶׁשר ֻיַּסְך ָּבֵהן
 ָזָהב ָטהֹור ַּתֲעֶׂשה ֹאָתם

)שמות פרשת תרומה(

https://www.yaelshahar.com


“
Praise for Returning

From the horrors of the Birkenau crematoria and the dilemmas of survival that are forever 
etched in our hearts, to the profound dialogues of Talmudic debate, Returning reaches from the 
past to the present, challenging us to examine ourselves as Jews, and our relation to God in a 
world gone mad…. Shahar’s writing echoes with the voices of Elie Wiesel, Viktor Frankl, and 
Primo Levi, and reaches even beyond—giving us a book of resounding impact that will surely 
continue to affect us for years to come.

— Chana Rosen, Jewish Press Book Supplement

A well-written and highly unusual Holocaust memoir with a twist.... An absorbing and 
courageous book, Returning is a must-read for those wishing to embark on a profound, painful, 
but ultimately hopeful journey into the human soul. By its end, the reader cannot help but be a 
changed person.

— Yael Unterman, author of Nehama Leibowitz, Teacher and Bible Scholar 
and The Hidden of Things: Twelve Stories of Love & Longing

While the subject matter of Returning makes for heavy reading at times, the writing is superb 
throughout. Indeed, the telling often has the pace of a thriller as the reader is led through a 
maze of conflicting memories and complex relationships, until the full truth of Ovadya’s story is 
revealed. 

Since the questions raised by this unique and profoundly moving book are of the deepest 
kind, Returning is certain to be read, discussed, and argued over for many years to come. 

—Libi Astaire, author of The Moon Taker

I may never be the same after reading Returning.... I am stunned by the impact that this book has 
had on me.

— Amos Larsen, Book blogger

Well-written and poignant, Returning takes us to the depths of despair, to the lowest point of 
humanity, and at the same time, gives us a glimpse of a much bigger picture—of the nature of 
reality, the physical world, and the human soul.

The book is heavy yet uplifting at the same time, as it portrays the indestructible bond 
between a Jew and his Creator. 

—Yehudis Litvak, Learning and Teaching Torah through Literature 



Praise for Returning
Returning takes the reader deep into difficult questions of accountability, choice, judgement, 
forgiveness, humanity, worthiness, and faith. Through the weaving of detailed memory, spoken 
through letters, writing, and dialogue, ancient Jewish texts are called upon to answer questions 
that few have been able to even explore, let alone answer. This book is illuminating, boldly 
demonstrating the concept of a “living memory” and the eternal aspects of a soul powerfully 
affected by the most devastating of experiences.

The detail in the writing captures a vivid picture of the workings of the Birkenau concentration 
camp from an intimately personal perspective. Moving, thought-provoking, and haunting, the 
lessons this book brought me will remain with me always, imprinted in my consciousness like 
a number tattoo.

I believe this book deserves the highest award possible for Holocaust literature. It is 
truly exceptional.

—Alice Langholt, author of First Family

Of all the books I’ve read about the Holocaust, this one gives me the feeling of going deepest 
into the experience of those who went through it (or didn’t get through it).... The book is also 
remarkable for the insight it gives into the way Jewish law comes to grips with the kind of 
dilemmas they faced. The writing is starkly beautiful. 

—Esther Cameron, author of The Time of the Other 
and editor of The Deronda Review

The quality of writing in this book is so excellent, both in style and in content as well as in 
the method of revealing the story (emails, letters, online communications, etc.) that not only 
demands our attention but also makes it visually easier to read. Returning is an exploration of 
the boundaries between right and wrong, choices and choicelessness, and the consequences of 
crossing those boundaries. It challenges notions of black and white, and calls into question the 
sovereignty of death itself. Writing of this quality is so infrequently encountered that it seems 
as though this book is destined for major awards.

— Grady Harp, Amazon Hall of Fame, Top 100 Reviewer
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