
      

The art of biblical interpretation is more 
than just knowing how to understand 
the deeper meaning of the words and 
expressions. 
It is impossible to treat the biblical text as one would any 
other classical work, because the people of Israel, according 
to Jewish tradition, are not the authors of this text; the text 
is the author of the people. Truly learning Torah requires 
human authenticity. It means standing in front of a mirror 
and asking yourself the daunting question of who you really 
are.

This collection of essays by a rabbi known internationally 
as “one of the most thoughtful voices in contemporary 
Judaism” looks at the weekly Torah portion through 
the eyes of philosophy, contemporary controversies, and 
personal struggles. Written in Rabbi Cardozo’s unique 
style, this collection offers something for many different 
types of readers: laymen and clergy, full-time students and 
intellectually curious practitioners, Jews and non-Jews alike.
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A sought-after lecturer on the international stage for both Jewish and 
non-Jewish audiences, Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo is the author 
of 13 books and numerous articles. Rabbi Cardozo heads a Think 
Tank focused on finding new Halachic and philosophical approaches 
to pressing issues facing the Jewish religious community. Hailing 
from the Netherlands, Rabbi Cardozo is known for his original and 
often fearlessly controversial insights into Judaism. Rabbi Cardozo is 
the Founder and Dean of the David Cardozo Academy and the Bet 
Midrash of Avraham Avinu in Jerusalem.
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“Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo has emerged as one of the 
most thoughtful voices in contemporary Orthodoxy.”

— Rabbi Professor Jonathan Sacks, Former Chief Rabbi of Britain

Cardozo on the Parashah
Essays on the weekly Torah portion

Volume 1 | Sefer Bereshit | Genesis



Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo
Nathan Lopes Cardozo was born in Holland, 
and now lives in Israel. A sought-after lecturer 
on the international stage for both Jewish and 
non-Jewish audiences, Cardozo is known for 
his original and often fearlessly controversial 
insights into Judaism. His ideas are widely 
debated in social media, blogs, books and other 
forums. He writes for the Times of Israel, The 
Jerusalem Post and distributes a weekly “Thought 
to Ponder” at www.cardozoacademy.org.

Born in 1946, Nathan was named after his 
father’s youngest brother who was killed in the 
Holocaust. His father was a secular Jew who 
was proud of his Portuguese Jewish origin. His 
mother was an orphan who, when her Christian 
parents died, was raised by his father’s Jewish 
family, and though not Jewish, she was an 
integrated part of the community and spoke their 
language. Later on, she saved her husband and 
his family during the Holocaust by hiding them 
in her apartment in the center of Amsterdam 
while the city was under Nazi occupation. Many 
times she risked her life by convincing the Nazis 
that her husband and family were already taken 
to the concentration camps.

Due to his birth to a non-Jewish mother Cardozo was technically not halakhically Jewish either (natural-
born Jewish status is conferred through one’s mother), but at age sixteen he formally converted to Judaism 
through the Amsterdam Rabbinate.

Cardozo spent 12 years studying at various Haredi Yeshivas, including Gateshead Talmudical College. He 
received his semikhah (rabbinic ordination) from Rabbi Aryeh Leib Gurwitz, Rosh yeshiva of Gateshead.

Rabbi Cardozo is the Founder and Dean of the David Cardozo Academy and the Bet Midrash of Avraham 
Avinu in Jerusalem. Rabbi Cardozo is the author of 13 books and numerous articles in both English 
and Hebrew. Rabbi Cardozo heads a Think Tank focused on finding new Halachic and philosophical 
approaches to religious issues facing the Jewish People and the State of Israel.

https://www.cardozoacademy.org/


“
Editorial Reviews

Rabbi Cardozo provides thought-provoking theological reflections centered on weekly 
Torah readings taken from Genesis in this illuminating study. Cardozo critiques most 
contemporary Orthodox Jewish commentaries on the Torah as treating the “words of 
God as if they have been exhausted” by only rehashing the views of earlier authorities and 
“not open[ing] new vistas.” . . . Cardozo grapples with enduring theological issues, such as 
innocent suffering, in a novel and engaging way by asking “since when is the human being 
the measure of all things?” Presenting the Torah as a “living covenant,” this will be an 
accessible volume for anyone interested in a reading of Torah that does not subscribe to a 
traditional understanding of the text.

— Publisher’s Weekly

I find it impossible to resist the combination of humanity and spirituality wrapped up in 
a lucid and even humorous morality that is Cardozo. Warning: The book is addictive!

— Rabbi Daniel Landes, former Director of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies

Rabbi Lopes Cardozo is a fierce and courageous proponent of rational thinking. His 
honest and open exploration of Judaism, challenging fundamentalism and conformity, is a 
breath of sanity and fresh air.

— Jeremy Rosen Professor at FVG  and Rabbi of the Persian Community of 
Manhattan.

My revered teacher Rabbi Cardozo’s mind is as deep as his heart and his writings here 
contain profound gems of wisdom to be enjoyed (and to startle!) both beginners and 
advanced Jewish journeyers.

— Rabbi Dr. Shmuly Yanklowitz (Named by Newsweek: “One of the Top 50 Rabbis 
in America”)

Cardozo on the Parashah: Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion takes the reader on a journey 
from the world of the Bible, to the philosophy of Spinoza, to the spiritual authenticity of the 
Kotzker Rebbe, all the way back to the personal life of the modern seeker. His  explanation 
of the ancient Biblical story “Akedat Yitzchak” (the Binding of Isaac) is one of the most 
meaningful, rebellious and thought provoking Biblical interpretations I have ever read.” 

— Rabbi Ari Ze’ev Schwartz, author of  The Spiritual Revolution of Rav Kook and  
the cofounder and dean of the Society of Independent Spirituality, Jerusalem.
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