
      

“The Torah speaks to that part of us that 
understands but cannot articulate what it 
understands. It allows us to go beyond the realms 
of the definable, perceivable, and demonstrable. It is 
a form of religious metaphor, a mirror that enables 
us to form mental images of the indescribable.”  

— Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo

In this collection of essays, Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo 
looks at the weekly Torah portion through the eyes of 
philosophy, contemporary controversies, and personal 
struggles. Written in his unique style, this book offers 
something for many different types of readers: laymen and 
clergy, full-time students and the intellectually curious, Jews 
and non-Jews alike.
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A sought-after lecturer on the international stage for both 
Jewish and non-Jewish audiences, Rabbi Nathan Lopes 
Cardozo is the author of 14 books and numerous articles. He 
is the Founder and Dean of the David Cardozo Academy and 
the Bet Midrash of Avraham Avinu in Jerusalem, where he 
heads a Think Tank focused on finding new Halackic and 
philosophical approaches to pressing issues facing the Jewish 
People. Hailing from the Netherlands, Rabbi Cardozo is 
known for his original and often fearlessly controversial 
insights into Judaism.
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“Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo has emerged as one of the 
most thoughtful voices in contemporary Orthodoxy.”

— Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Former Chief Rabbi of Britain
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Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo
Nathan Lopes Cardozo was born in Holland, 
and now lives in Israel. A sought-after lecturer 
on the international stage for both Jewish and 
non-Jewish audiences, Cardozo is known for 
his original and often fearlessly controversial 
insights into Judaism. His ideas are widely 
debated in social media, blogs, books and other 
forums. He writes for the Times of Israel, The 
Jerusalem Post and distributes a weekly “Thought 
to Ponder” at www.cardozoacademy.org.

Born in 1946, Nathan was named after his 
father’s youngest brother who was killed in the 
Holocaust. His father was a secular Jew who 
was proud of his Portuguese Jewish origin. His 
mother was an orphan who, when her Christian 
parents died, was raised by his father’s Jewish 
family, and though not Jewish, she was an 
integrated part of the community and spoke their 
language. Later on, she saved her husband and 
his family during the Holocaust by hiding them 
in her apartment in the center of Amsterdam 
while the city was under Nazi occupation. Many 
times she risked her life by convincing the Nazis 
that her husband and family were already taken 
to the concentration camps.

Due to his birth to a non-Jewish mother Cardozo was technically not halakhically Jewish either (natural-
born Jewish status is conferred through one’s mother), but at age sixteen he formally converted to Judaism 
through the Amsterdam Rabbinate.

Cardozo spent 12 years studying at various Haredi Yeshivas, including Gateshead Talmudical College. He 
received his semikhah (rabbinic ordination) from Rabbi Aryeh Leib Gurwitz, Rosh yeshiva of Gateshead.

Rabbi Cardozo is the Founder and Dean of the David Cardozo Academy and the Bet Midrash of Avraham 
Avinu in Jerusalem. Rabbi Cardozo is the author of 14 books and numerous articles in both English 
and Hebrew. Rabbi Cardozo heads a Think Tank focused on finding new Halachic and philosophical 
approaches to religious issues facing the Jewish People and the State of Israel.



“
Editorial Reviews

Biblical prophets faced a considerable challenge: how to catch the ears and hold the 
attention of their audiences for long enough to deliver their unwelcome finger-wagging. 
They certainly rose to this challenge, raising numerous eyebrows with antics that would 
have kept the tabloid headline-writers of the ancient world on their toes.

Alas, Rabbi Cardozo received no divine imprimatur to perform stunts of this ilk. But 
the flamboyant philosopher-rabbi does his best to implement their literary equivalent. The 
author’s emphatic insistence that the true spirit of Judaism requires one to stand up and 
challenge authority — including the biblical texts and even God himself — may embolden 
readers to turn the tables and question some of the radical ideas that he presents, too. And 
this seems to be exactly the point of this book, whose prevailing value is its potential to 
jolt the reader from a religious somnambulism that idealizes robotic routine over spiritual 
search for meaning, empty ritual over an attempted relationship with God.

— Shmuel Phillips, author of Judaism Reclaimed: Philosophy and Theology in the Torah

This book will take you on a theological journey, a philosophical wandering, a halakhic 
study, a social examination, and will provide thoughts for pondering to every individual’s 
life, all in connection with events or excerpts from the week’s Torah portion. 

— Rabbi Dr. Ido Pachter,Rabbi of Young Israel Congregation, Natanya; Founder of 
Techelet – Inspiring Judaism

Original. Provocative. Iconoclastic. All of these adjectives can be used to describe the 
prolific writings of Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo. The essays in this book were written 
specifically to be topics of (hopefully fierce!) debate around the Shabbat table. Without 
a doubt, this book will achieve that goal, and enable you to study the Torah in new and 
exciting ways.

— Rabbi Professor David Golinkin, President of The Schechter Institutes, Inc. 
Jerusalem

Cardozo on the Parashah: Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion takes the reader on a journey 
from the world of the Bible, to the philosophy of Spinoza, to the spiritual authenticity of 
the Kotzker Rebbe, all the way back to the personal life of the modern seeker.

— Rabbi Ari Ze’ev Schwartz, author of The Spiritual Revolution of Rav Kook
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